Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LISBON 03999 151715Z 

42 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EURE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 

CIAE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 AF-06 10-10 OMB-01 AID-05 A-01 

OPR-02 SY-05 OC-05 CCO-00 SCCT-01 USSS-00 SCA-01 

SCS-03 /092W 

062568 

OR 151630ZJUL75 

FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3432 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

USMISSION NATO 

DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 3999 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: TENSION STAYS HIGH: SOCIALISTS TO HOLD RALLY 

REE: LISBON 3974 

SUMMARY: JULY 13 ATTACK ON PCP HEADQUARTERS IN RIO MAJOR WAS 
FOLLOWED BY JULY 14 BURNING OF LISBON NEWSPAPERS IN THE SAME 
TOWN. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) HELD JULY 14 MEETING ON 
ANGOLA AND SAID ADDITIONAL TROOPS MIGHT BE SENT. TROOPS, 
HOWEVER, MAY REFUSE TO GO. SOCIALISTS PLAN LARGE RALLY 
NEAR REPUBLICA EVENING JULY 15. RALLY COULD RESULT IN 
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VIOLENCE, BUT IT IS PROBABLY TOO SOON TO TRIGGER COUNTRYWIDE 
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REACTION. END SUMMARY 

1. ANOTHER INCIDENT IN RIO MAIOR: AN ANGRY CROWD OE APPROXIMATELY 
300 IN RIO MAIOR SEIZED EVENING DELIVERY TRUCKS AND BURNED 

JULY 14 EDITIONS OF LISBON "DIARIA DE LISBOA," AND "DIARIO 
POPULAR." RESIDENTS WERE INEURIATED BY LISBON PRESS COVERAGE OE 
JULY 13 ATTACK ON PCP HEADQUARTERS (REFTEL) IN RIO MAIOR AND 
CONTENT OE PCP AND PSP COMMUNIQUES AS PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPERS. 
MILITARY UNITS FROM NEARBY TOWN OP SANTAREM WERE PRESENT BUT 
DID NOT INTERVENE. 

2. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND ANGOLA: SHORT COMMUNIQUE POLLOWING 
JULY 14 RC MEETING STATED ONLY THAT ANGOLA POLITICAL SITUATION, AND 
AZORES WERE TOPICS OP MEETING. AFTER MEETING, MINISTER OP LABOR 
COSTA MARTINS SAID GOP WOULD REINPORCE MILITARY PORCES IN 
ANGOLA IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN POSITION OF "ACTIVE NEUTRALISM." 

MARTINS ADDED THAT SOCIALIST WITHDRAWAL PROM GOP WOULD BE TOPIC OF 
JULY 15 RC MEETING. (COMMENT: IP GOP ORDERS TROOPS TO ANGOLA, 

THERE IS REAL POSSIBILITY THEY WILL REPUSE TO GO. TROOPS 
REFUSED TO LEAVE LISBON FOR ANGOLA ON JUNE 6 ALTHOUGH THEY WERE 
EVENTUALLY PERSUADED TO EMBARK. WITH ANGOLA SITUATION MUCH GRIMMER 
THIS TIME, THE MATTER WILL BE A TEST OP GOP AUTHORITY OVER THE 
SOLDIERS. END COMMENT) 

3. SOCIALIST RALLY: SOCIALIST PARTY HAS CALLED POR MASSIVE 
JULY 15 RALLY IN PRONT OP LISBON PARTY HEADQUARTERS TO DEMON- 
STRATE SUPPORT POR SOCIALIST'S DECISION TO WITHDRAW PROM GOP. 

RALLY SITE IS CLOSE TO OPPICE OP NEWSPAPER "REPUBLICA " AND 
LARGE TURNOUT EXPECTED. 

4. PCP CHIDES SOCIALISTS: PCP NOTE OP JULY 15 CHARGED COLLAPSE 

OP REACTIONARY CONSPIRACY AND BRAZENLY CLAIMED CREDIT POR SAVING 
PRIME MINISTER PROM EPFORT TO OUST HIM. STATEMENT ALSO CALLED ON 
PEOPLE TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND ORGANIZE TO CUT SHORT ANY"COUNTER- 
REVOLUTIONARY ADVENTURE." 

5. COMMENT: SOCIALISTS RALLY IS PIRST ATTEMPT BY PS TO MOUNT 
PUBLIC PROTEST AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE FROMTHE GOVERNMENT. PS 
EPPORTS TO GENERATE A LARGE DEMONSTRATION ARE HAMPERED BY 
THEIR LACK OF ACCESS TO THE MEDIA, ESPECIALLY THE RADIO. 
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NEVERTHELESS, THE PS HOPES TO HAVE UP TO 100,000 PEOPLE. 

6. DEMONSTRATION CLOSE TO REPUBLICA BUILDING COULD WELL 
RESULT IN VIOLENCE ON PARTY OP DEMONSTRATORS GIVEN VOLATILE 
MOOD OP THE COUNTRY, THE CATHOLIC DEMONSTRATIONS IN AVEIRO, 

THE RIO MAIOR EVENTS, THE IMPENDING PPD DEPARTURE PROM 

THE GOVERNMENT, ANGOLA, THE ECONOMIC DECLINE, AND THE 
INCREASING HOSTILITY TO THE AFM. ALTHOUGH THE PS RANK AND FILE, 
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MORE MILITANT THAN THE LEADERSHIP, MIGHT HOPE TO TRIGGER COM- 
PLEMENTARY DEMONSTRATIONS AND VIOLENCE IN OTHER PARTS OP THE 
COUNTRY, WE ARE INCLINED TO DOUBT THIS WILL HAPPEN. THE PS AND 
ITS SYMPATHIZERS LACK THE LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION FOR THIS 
SORT OF NATIONWIDE RESPONSE. 

CARLUCCI 
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